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REASON FOR ADDENDUM

The State of California Office of Historic Preservation has asked for the City’ s comments
regarding a proposed nomination of the Century 21 Theatre (3161 Olsen Drive) for listing on the
National Register of Historic Places. The City’s comments are due at least fifteen days before the
scheduled hearing of the State Historical Resources Commission meeting scheduled for April 22,
2014.

The City’s Historic Landmarks Commission held its meeting on March 11, 2014, and the
Secretary to the Commission will be providing a written summary to the City Council in the next
couple of days. Originally, the Administration requested this item be heard during the afternoon
Council session of March 25, 2014. After further consideration of the public’ s interest in this
subject and the State’s timeline, we appreciate the Council discussion to occur during the
evening session of March 18, 2014.

RECOMMENDATION

Discuss the proposed nomination of the Century 21 Theatre (3161 Olsen Drive) for listing on the
National Register of Historic Places, and provide direction to staff on recommendations and
comments to be submitted to the State of California regarding the proposed nomination.

OUTCOME

The City Council’s comments on the proposed nomination of the Century 21 Theatre (3161
Olsen Drive) for listing on the National Register of Historic Places will be forwarded to the State
of California Office of Historic Preservation and the State Historical Commission for their
consideration and recommendation to the National Park Service regarding the Theatre’s potential
listing on the National Register of Historic Places. Under separate cover, the Council will receive
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comments from the City’s Historic Landmarks Commission and the Council may want to
consider and transmit some or all of those comments to the State.

BACKGROUND

On February 14, 2014, the City of San Jos~ received a referral from the California Office of
Historic Preservation to allow for the City to review and provide comments on the pending
nomination of the Century 21 Theatre for listing on the National Register of Historic Places (see
Attachment A for the nomination materials). The Century 21 Theatre was constructed in 1964
and is considered an example of mid-Century modern architecture. It was the first of six
similarly designed theatres that were constructed in San Jose during the period of 1964 to 1971.

The National Register of Historic Places is maintained by the National Park Service and is the
federal government’s official list of districts, sites, and buildings deemed worthy of preservation.
The State Historical Resources Commission is scheduled to consider the nomination on April 22,
2014, and will forward a recommendation to the National Park Service.

ANALYSIS

National Register Criteria

According to the National Park Service, the criteria for inclusion in the National Registry are as
follows:

The quality of significance in American history; architecture, archeology, engineering,
and culture is present in districts, sites, buildings, structures, and objects that possess
integrity of location, design, setting, materials, worlcrnanship, feeling, and association,
and:

a. Thht are associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad
patterns of our history; or

b. That are associated with the lives of significant persons in or past; or
c. That embody the distinctive chm’acteristics of a type, period, or method of

construction, or that represent the work of a master, or that possess high artistic
values, or that represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose components
may lack individual distinction; or

d. That has yielded or may be likely to yield, information important in history or
prehistory.

Independent Review of the Nomination

The Department of Planning, Building and Code Enforcement commissioned Archives &
Architecture, LLC to complete an independent, third party analysis of the nomination materials
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(see Attachment B). After reviewing the materials and considering other relevant information,
Archives & Architecture concluded that the Century 21 Theatre is eligible for listing on the
National Register of Historic Places as an early and notable example of a Cinerama-type theatre
designed by noted Bay Area architect Vincent G. Raney. In addition, the report concluded that
the building qualifies for eligibility for the following reasons:

1) Virtually unaltered on its exterior, the Century 21 Theatre embodies the distinctive
characteristics of the mid-century modernist style and suburban roadside architecture
popular during the 1960’s.

2) The building is significant for its representation of important patterns of community
development in San Jose related to arts, entertainment and culture.

3) The Theatre heralded an important period of change in the way we live, as the role of
movies and cinema expanded rapidly into new frontiers of technology.

Property Owner Considerations

The current owners of the Century 21 Theatre property (Raney and Ferris families) have
expressed concerns about a potential historic designation on their property. Please see their letter
dated January 10, 2014 (Attachment C). In summary, they ask that the Council consider "the
rights of private property owners in your deliberations, and take into account the donation
already made of 5 acres" for the widening of Winchester Boulevard.

Implications of the National Register of Historic Places

Registration or eligibility for listing on the National Register of Historic Places does not by itself
place any restrictions on the use, treatment, transfer, or disposition of private property; however,
all National Register properties are automatically included in the California Register of Historic
Resources. The California Register is intended to encourage public recognition and protection of
resources of architectural, historical, archeological and cultural significance.

In addition, buildings listed in the California Register of Historical Resources are considered as
historical resources under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and, therefore, any
project that results in a substantial adverse change in the significance of an historical resource
(including demolition) may have a significant effect on the environment and will require an
Environmental Impact Report (EIR) to evaluate the proposed proj ect.

Development Status of the Property

There is currently a Special Use Permit pending for the Century 21 and Century 22 Theatres’
demolition (File Number SP 13-044). Environmental clearance has not been completed for this
application.

There are no development applications on file for the redevelopment of the property.
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City Landmark Nomination Status

After taking public testimony, on January 9, 2014, the Historic Landmarks Commission
nominated the Century 21 Theatre (3161 Olsen Drive) and the larger site (449 South Winchester
Blvd.) as a City Landmark. A City Landmark is considered to have a special historical,
architectural, cultural, aesthetic or engineering interest or value of an historical nature. The
nomination of a City Landmark is in accordance with the City’s Municipal Code that allows for
the nomination of landmarks by the City Council, Historic Landmarks Commission or a private
property owner.

The City Landmark designation is awaiting the submittal of application materials. Upon receipt
and evaluation of the information, public hearings will be scheduled according to the Municipal
Code for the Historic Landmarks Commission’s recommendation and City Council action on the
proposed designation. The Preservation Action Council of San Jose (PAC* S J) recently informed
the City that they intended to pursue National Registry designation and not submit the required
application materials for City Landmark designation. The nomination remains pending and if so
directed by the City Council, the materials submitted for the .National Register Listing could
contribute to the application for City Landmark consideration.

EVALUATION AND FOLLOW-UP

The City Council’s comments will be transmitted to the State Office of Historic Preservation and
State Historical Resources Commission. The Commission is conducting its public hearing on the
nomination on April 22, 2014, and will forward a recommendation to the National Park Service.
Staff will keep the Council apprised of the status of this nomination throughout the process.

PUBLIC OUTREACH/INTEREST

Criterion 1: Requires Council action on the use of public funds equal to $1,000,000 or
greater. (Required: Website Posting)

Criterion 2: Adoption of a new or revised policy that may have implications for public
health, safety, quality of life, or financial/economic vitality of the City. (Required: E-
mail and Website Posting)

Criterion 3: Consideration of proposed changes to service delivery, programs, staffing
that may have impacts to community services and have been identified by staff, Council
or a Community group that requires special outreach. (Required: E-mail, Website
Posting, Community Meetings, Notice in appropriate newspapers)

Although this item does not meet any of the above criteria, staff followed Council Policy 6-30:
Public Outreach Policy. The referral from the State has been scheduled for the Historic
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Landmarks Commission meeting on March 11, 2014. This meeting provides an opportunity for
the public and the Commission to provide comments on the proposed National Register Listing.
Under separate cover, staff will transmit these comments to the Council for their consideration.

COORDINATION

This item has been coordinated with the City Attorney’s Office.

Not a Project, File No. PP 10-078, General Procedure and Policy Malting.

/s/
DAVID SYKES, INTERIM DIRECTOR
Planning, Building and Code Enforcement

For questions please contact Laurel Prevetti, Assistant Director of Planning, Building and Code
Enforcement, at 408-535-7901.

Attachments:
A:State Historic Preservation Office Letter and Nomination Materials
B:Archives and Architecture’s Independent Analysis
C:January 10, 2014 Letter fi’om Raney and Ferris Families with Supporting

Documentation
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